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Right to farm marijuana
brings large crowd to
commissioners meeting
Staff Reporter

Tighter regulations could
possibly be set around the production and processing of marijuana in Kittitas County.
It was a familiar scene at the
armory building last Tuesday
night, Nov. 4, when groups of
anti-marijuana protesters as well
as the outnumbered marijuana
supporters publicly testiﬁed at
the Kittitas County Board of
County Commissioners 2014
Comprehensive Plan and Development Code Update.
Due to past outbursts at these
events, County Commissioner
Paul Jewell started the meeting
by thoroughly going over the
proper behavioral etiquette.
“Those who choose to engage
in [disruptive] behavior will be
asked to leave,” Jewell said.
The commissioners went on
to hear from the planning commission as they hurried through
every other docket item, saving
marijuana producing and processing regulations for last.
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BY KYLE FENTON

From April 7 to May 6, 2014, “why are we here tonight?” He
the county commissioners ad- noted that the commissioners
opted a set of rules and regula- have already passed “functional
tions that is the current code yet very ﬁrm rules.”
many growers and processors
Cooley went on to mention
follow in the
how there
county.
has
been
Despite
zero
crime
The only thing it is gothe county
ssociated
ing
to do is damage our awith
commissionany
hay industry that farmers production,
ers already
throughout the valley have p r o c e s s establishing
zoning and
strived and worked hard for ing or retail
regulations
marijuana
throughout the decades.
for cannabis,
shops in the
-Brian Cortese
there was an
county since
Kittitas County Farmer
overwhelmthey
have
ing number
been estabof
oppolished.
nents still calling for cannabis to
Continuing to ask what is rebe banned altogether.
ally being discussed in, Cooley
There were 39 people who said, “Is it a ‘not in my backyard’
spoke against marijuana, com- policy that wants to be continpared to six people that defend- ued to be discussed?”
ed it during the public testimony
For some citizens, it seems to
portion of the evening.
be just that.
Alex Cooley, vice president of
For others such as Brian
Solstice, a potential marijuana Cortese, representing the Orproducer in the county, said the ganization of Kittitas County
only reason they haven’t com- Hay Growers and Suppliers, it is
mitted to Kittitas County is the more than that.
instability when it comes to the
“The only thing it is going to
cultivation of the plant.
do is damage our hay industry
Cooley addressed the com- that farmers throughout the valmissioners Tuesday night, asking ley have strived and worked hard
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PRODUCE Marijuana continues to be a hot issue in Kittitas County.

for throughout the decades,”
Cortese said.
He said the marijuana industry will only put money back into
the Liquor Control Board (LCB)
and not into Kittitas County, as
the hay industry does.
Cortese also complained
about crop contamination, despite the fact that marijuana
farms must track each plant and
how all waste from growers is
also regulated by the LCB.
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Deliberations were scheduled
for Wednesday, Nov. 12, with a
possibility of being postponed
until a later date.
Jewell reassured the crowd
that marijuana producers and
processors who are currently
permitted would not be impacted by anything discussed at the
Nov. 4 meeting.
“They would be impacted
if they tried to expand,” Jewell
said.
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Feminism in action

Women’s and Gender
Feminist Club
promotes equality Studies minor expands
Staff Reporter

Feminism, despite its evolution, has collected a negative
connotation over the years. The
goals of Central’s Feminist Club
are to clarify its meaning and
promote awareness.
“There are a lot of reasons
why feminism seems to have a
negative connotation,” said Ellisa Griﬃn, president of the
Feminist Club, who is double
majoring in French and communication. “One of them is
because all of the really radical
feminists are the loudest.”
According to the club’s Facebook page, “Feminism is not
about the belief that women
are superior to men in any way;
it is, in fact, about the belief of
equality...regardless of gender,
race, religion, etc.”
Hating other groups is not
supported in the general feminist community, said Sara Perdue, feminist club oﬃcer who
is a senior majoring in primate
behavior and ecology as well as
anthropology.
“Feminism is much more
inclusive [now], in comparison
with the 1910 feminist movement for women’s suﬀrage,” said
Josh Osborn, feminist club senator and senior double major in
sociology and political science.
The club’s main concerns are
inequalities such as workplace
treatment, expectations at home
and safety in public.
The Feminist Club hosts a
less formal event weekly in the
SURC called Coﬀee Chat. The
date and time varies each week
in order to accommodate student schedules.
“I really love the discussions
we have there,” Griﬃn said.
“It’s really interesting to talk
with someone whose passion is
diﬀerent. The world is made a
better place with more diverse
interests.”
The most recent Coﬀee Chat
focused on a recent video, which

captured a woman’s 10-hour
walk around New York and the
street harassment she endured.
“I think a lot of women experience it,” Perdue said. “I don’t
think I know anyone who hasn’t.
If you ask your friends, I think
they’ll have at least one experience.”
Osborn said the video has
caused many women to rethink
their responses to cat calling.
While studying abroad, “I
actually had someone follow me
home,” Griﬃn said. “I got on
the tram, and they got on with
me. I tried to get oﬀ really fast,
but they got oﬀ really fast too,
and followed me… It was horrible.”
In order to help stop sexual
harassment, Perdue said people
have to start living their beliefs
out loud.
“All the conventional advice
that can be oﬀered… it’s a great
way to stand up for yourself, but
usually these are not situations
where you have any power to
make anything happen,” Osborn said. “It can even make it
worse.”
Osborn said that the most effective way of deterring harassment is speaking up and defending someone when it happens.
“If somebody steps in and
says ‘you need to leave her
alone, that is not okay,’ it sends
a message to the people around
there,” Osborn said. “It can be
very important to the person
who is dealing with that situation because it can become very
stressful.”
The club hopes to have a
Slut Walk spring quarter to raise
awareness that how people dress
does not determine whether
they consent to sexual activities
or harassment.
“Just because you wear something doesn’t mean that someone has the right to assault you,”
Griﬃn said. “Often times when
you tell someone you were assaulted, they ask you what you
were wearing, and that should
have nothing to do with it.”

SUSIE COMYNS/OBSERVER

MEETINGS Members of the Feminist Club convene in the SURC.

BY R. TROY PETERSON

Staff Reporter

In a world of shifting gender
roles, Central students are learning to critically examine the issues in the women’s and gender
studies minor.
Judith Hennessy is an associate professor of sociology and is
also director of the women’s and
gender studies minor.
Hennessy said that there has
been a signiﬁcant increase in the
enrollment of students in the minor since she showed up.
“We had 24, but I just added
a couple, so I think we have 26
minors right now,” Hennessy
said. “So the program has grown
quite a bit. We just had nine in
2007.”
In 2007, the program’s title
was changed from “women’s
studies” to “women’s and gender
studies,” Hennessy said.
“I’ve been here nine years,
and it was a minor when I was
ﬁrst here,” Hennessy said.
According to the minor’s
website, the program originally
started in 1972, when Alice Low
Yee, former dean of women, was
hired to establish the Women’s
Center and facilitate returning
women to Central.
The minor program was reRILEY ELLIOTT/OBSERVER
vamped in 1987.
Hennessy said that the pro- COMMITMENT Judith Hennessey helps a student in her class.
gram is an interdisciplinary approach, which brings a variety
of perspectives not often seen in
mainstream media culture.
Intro to Women’s and Gender Studies
5 credits
“The core class that’s required is the intro to women’s
Individualized study
2 credits
and gender studies,” Hennessy
said.
Electives (from 11 subjects)
18 credits
Other requirements for the
minor include classes from the
SOURCE: CWU.EDU
anthropology, communication,
history and sociology departHennessy said that WGS 250
Hennessy said that some
ments, as listed on the minor’s former minor students have will be a regular minor oﬀering.
website.
worked with the Center for Di- She also said that the move to an
“We’ve also added women’s versity and Social Justice. They oﬃcial course class has been due
and gender studies, to branch have done projects such as pre- to an increased interest.
into looking
Hennessy said that she has
s e n t at i o n s
at sexuality,”
of women, seen sociology, biology, law and
Hennessy
Basically, [the collo- media and justice, psychology and commusaid.
of nication majors come through
quium] is like a culminat- images
The mithe minor. She also said that stugender.
ing experience. Students
nor
looks
T h e s e dents did not have to be womdo a special project. They p r e s e n t a - en’s and gender studies minors
at
gender
and gender
do a research paper. It can tions are to take the courses.
inequal“It has certainly a wide apbe an internship. They can held in the
ity,
Henpeal
to go into a variety of difSURC.
do a volunteer experience.
nessy said.
“They’ve ferent areas,” Hennessy said.
-Judith Hennessy
Part of the
done some “Whether that’s non-proﬁt orgarequirement
really cre- nizations, or human resources.”
Director, W.G.S. program
of the miHennessy also said that the
ative projnor is what is
ects as part changing cultural world has afknown as a colloquium.
of this colloquium,” Hennessy fected the minor.
“Basically, [the colloquium] said.
“Now we have a more exis like a culminating experiQueer Studies, WGS 250, panded notion of gender,” Henence,” Hennessy said. “Students will be added into the program nessy said. “Gender is not limdo a special project. They do a in the Winter 2015 quarter. The ited to women’s issues, when we
research paper. It can be an in- program will look at historical think and talk about gender...
ternship. They can do a volun- and contemporary theories re- our curriculum reﬂects that
teer experience.”
change.”
garding homosexual issues.

Women’s and Gender Studies minor

“

“

BY HALEY CURL
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NASA awards $184k to CWU professor
BY RASHAY READING

Staff Reporter

Dr. Darci Snowden received
a grant from National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) to do scientiﬁc research
on the Cassini Solstice Mission.
She is currently working on interpreting data for the mission.
The grant totaled about
$184,000 and was awarded to
Snowden to research the atmosphere around Saturn’s moon,
Titan.
Snowden, a physics professor,
is fairly new to teaching--this being only her second year--with
the exception of holding a brief
TA position at the beginning of
graduate school. Besides this,
Snowden has been a research associate at the University of Arizona.
“This has deﬁnitely been a
learning experience for me,”
Snowden said.
Originally from Missoula,
Mont., Snowden also brieﬂy
lived in Florida when she was
young.
Snowden has always had a
love for the outdoors and the
Northwest area, and when asked
what started her interest in science, she said it was probably
having lived in these areas.
Since Snowden was young,

there had never been any doubts
that she wanted to go into science.
Snowden’s love for this area is
one of the main reasons why she
chose to teach at Central.
“I was interested in being in a
place like this, that has a lot of
opportunities to teach and work
with students directly,” Snowden
said. “But I’m also a huge fan of
the Northwest, so when I was
thinking about where I wanted to
land in life, I deﬁnitely wanted to
be here.”
Snowden pursued a bachelor’s degree in physics at Harvey
Mudd College in California, and
her graduate certiﬁcate in astrobiology and Ph.D. in geophysics
at the University of Washington
for.
Andrew Piacsek, physics
department chair, says he has
known Snowden since 2013, and
has had a great experience working with her.
“She just had a really good
work ethic, and a good presence
in the classroom. She knew how
to get a good grant from NASA,
and it would have been crazy not
to hire her,” Piacsek said.
The grant is to write models,
do data analysis and study the
atmosphere using Cassini data,
according to Snowden.
“I’m trying to understand the

ALYSSA DARBY/OBSERVER

RESEARCH Thanks to NASA funding, Darci Snowden can now study one of Saturn’s moons, Titan.

input of energy from particles in
Saturn’s magnetic ﬁeld that are
accelerated or brought to very
high speeds by the magnetic
ﬁeld--how they come into Titan’s
atmosphere,” Snowden said.
All of Snowden’s research will
be done in Ellensburg. The project is done entirely on computers, and therefore can be done
anywhere she goes.
“There are struggles at every
stage… Getting my undergraduate degree was not a piece of

cake, and graduate school had
its own struggles,” Snowden said.
“A lot of that was self-motivation
to have that inner drive to ﬁnish
the research.”
The mission has made over
one hundred ‘ﬂy-bys’ around Titan and has been active for about
ten years, but will end in 2017 by
crashing the satellite into Saturn.
Before the mission, barely
anything was known about Titan, but it is now known that Titan’s geology is incredibly similar

to Earth’s. Research has also
found that its atmosphere also
produces a large amount of organic material.
Snowden says that the Cassini
mission is the last planned largescale NASA mission. In future
years there will only be small
missions and projects.
“I don’t know if there will be
another [mission] as big as Cassini in my lifetime,” Snowden
said. “So it’s really great to be a
part of it.”

ATTENTION Student
Entrepreneurs!!
CWU’s Student-Run Online Interactive Lifestyle Magazine

Com 446 All majors are welcome.
Interested in the class? Contact Professor Jennifer
Green at cwupulsemagazine@gmail.com

www.cwu.edu/~pulse
/cwupulsemagazine
@CWUPulse

• What does it mean to be an entrepreneur?
• How do you take your product design, service
or app idea and turn it into a business venture?
• What do successful entrepreneurs do to be
successful?
Learn about ENTREPRENEURSHIP through the
2015 CWU Student Business Plan Competition—
a competition with cash awards!
Information about the Business Plan Competition
will be posted on the I4IE website and the SOURCE
website on DECEMBER 1, 2014.
Presented by the: CWU Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship

cwu.edu/business/i4ie

HAMSTERS

GUINEA PIGS
TROPICAL FISH

CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution.
For accommodation e-mail: DS@cwu.edu

The Best Business
Schools in the World

CHINCHILLAS

LIZARDS

FERRETS

Head on down to Etllensburg Pet Center
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Wildcat statue clawing its way to CWU
ue was estimated at around
$200,000, but Lane said that the
current Student Government has
If a proposal from the Student been able to drop the expense to
Government gains enough sup- somewhere between $70,000 and
port, Central may boast a wildcat $160,000.
statue sometime soon.
Kyle James, assistant to Rob
According to Rob Lane, vice Lane, said this estimate may be
president for Student Life and a bit high. If Central were to go
Facilities, this project was started with a pre-made mold, the statue
by the former Board of Direc- would cost around $60,000.
tors.
However, if it was to be perLane sees this as a way to gen- sonalized, it could be closer to
erate interest in Central for stu- $100,000.
dents, potenB o t h
tial students
James
and
and alumni.
Lane
said
“I think if
I think if there’s any- that the stuthere’s anything CWU needs, it’s cam- dent governthing CWU
pus tradition, campus spirit ment may
needs,
it’s
approach the
and overall community.
campus traServices and
dition, camActivities
-Rob Lane
pus
spirit
Committee
Vice President, Student Life
and overall
for funding,
unity,” Lane
but want to
said.
explore alterLane also said that a bulk of native means of funding ﬁrst.
the funds for the statue have been
“It’s deﬁnitely a stretch to
allocated for artistic use.
have academic departments
Around $70,000 have not help,” Lane said. “I wanna make
been touched. Lane said the sure we do it right.”
Student Government would
According to Lane, this would
only seek to use $30,000 of this, involve working with the adminand raise the rest through other istration. Additionally, Lane said
means.
they would seek alumni support
The initial cost for the stat- for the project, as well as input

BY A ARON KUNKLER

Staff Reporter

“

“

Wildcat statue
Funding deadline: Dec. 12
Estimated cost: $70k-$160k
from the Ellensburg community.
One idea is to allow alumni to
purchase engraved bricks which
may be placed around the base
of the statue.
Lane said that he feels this
is an important way to increase
Central’s traditions and exposure. He said that most other major universities have iconic works
of art.
Washington State University
has a cougar statue. The University of Washington has a large
‘W’ sculpture.
Western Washington University has a fountain, Gonzaga has
a bulldog statue. Although there
are many pieces of art around
campus, none of them are specifically Central themed. Currently,
the only themed art on campus
are the signs located oﬀ Main St.
and D St.
The deadline for securing
funding for the statue is December 12.
Lane understands that Central is in tough economic times.

Husky statue
University of Washington

“Cougar Pride”
Washington State Univ.

“Wildcat Family”
University of Arizona

The Gonzaga bulldog
University of Gonzaga

“If we can’t fund it responsibly, there’s no reason to do it,”
Lane said.
Jared, junior biology major
said he thinks it’s a good idea so
long as it is a Wildcat, and not
necessarily Wellington.
“If there’s an art budget, I
support public art,” Jared said.
Maddie Bennett, freshman
psychology major, mirrored

those sentiments.
Bennett also said she hopes
student input and involvement
will be taken into account while
the project is being designed.
Students interested in learning more are encouraged to
attend the open student government meetings held every
Monday at 4 p.m. in the SURC
pit.

6

The Observer • Nov. 13 - 19, 2014
cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

It’s a bird, it’s a plane,

OPINION

Editor-in-Chief//Adam Wilson

it’s BOOBS!
BY AUSTIN LUFT/COPY DESK CHIEF

I like cartoons. I like comic
books. I like boobs. You know
what I don’t like? When my cartoons and my comics have enormous, unrealistic boobs.
Seriously, why are we trying to
make cartoons sexy?
Milo Manara, a comic book
artist who started in the ‘60s
and takes an erotic approach toward the medium, caused a fair
amount of hubbub a few months
ago. He created a variant cover
for an issue of Spider-Woman
that featured the character in a
sexual pose and featured her anatomically impossible gaping butt.
I had no idea that was a thing
that society was into nowadays.
This is not even close to the
first time that a super heroine has
been portrayed this way. Open up
any comic book that has women
in it and guess what you’ll find:
All of them are bursting out of
their clothes. It isn’t even just the
women with super powers or other female protagonists, it’s every
single one of them.

Aside from the sexualization
of cartoon characters, there is
the issue of being even somewhat
realistic. If I were a super hero, I
would wear armor, you know, so
I don’t get fucking shot! I know
that super powers aren’t realistic, but I find it a little easier to
suspend my disbelief about them
than I do about someone running into battle with that much
exposed skin. That goes for both
genders.
If Superman gets to wear
a full outfit, why does Wonder
Woman have to wear her underwear without any tights underneath? Is it to distract the enemy?
Is it so the rest of the Justice
League has something to look at
when they go out to fight? I really don’t get how I’m supposed
to believe that fighting crime in
lingerie is more effective than, I
don’t know, pants.
The majority of mainstream
comics aren’t really aimed toward children. Comic books are
pretty violent, contain vulgarity
and would usually be a little too
confusing for a kid to fully follow.
Kids do read them though, and I
see them at the comic book store
pretty often with their parents.
I maintain that violence is less
appropriate than sex, but pushing aside traits such as strength,
honesty and goodness in order
to find a new way to showcase

curves is a serious misstep for
marketing to young girls.
How is a little girl who is into
comic books supposed to dress up
as her favorite hero (or villain) for
Halloween if that character only
wears a thong and a corset? It’s
almost as if the artists don’t really
want girls to be into comics.
Of course, the bulk of comic
book fandom is populated by
males, which is why these characters are designed to look as
they do. That doesn’t mean there
aren’t females who are fans as
well. As a fan of comic books, I
would like it if everyone was able
to be included, as that is what super heroes generally stand for.
The X-Men were created to
represent civil rights!
If little boys like super heroes,
the parallel for girls is most likely
Disney Princesses. But the common theme for most of these
films (Frozen being one of the
exceptions) is that the protagonist is a strong female who faces
adverse circumstances and just
before she is able to overcome
them, she is turned to mush by
some boy. Hooray for good messages, right?
Have you ever seen “The
Avengers?” If you have, then
you know what Scarlett Johansson’s butt looks like. Have you
seen “Guardians of the Galaxy?”
Zoe Saldana’s green chest. She’s

MILO MANARA/MARVEL COMICS

green. Come on.
Luckily, the sequel to “The
Avengers,” which is going to feature the character Scarlet Witch,
appears to have an altered and
much less sexual costume for
the character. Her usual outfit is
among the more scandalous outfits in comics. Instead of dressing
her in next to nothing and a cape
like she usually wears, Scarlet
Witch (played by Elizabeth Ol-

sen) has been given a dress and
a red jacket, which is definitely a
step in the right direction and still
holds true to the character’s title.
Comic book movies are huge
right now and they’re carrying
comic books further into the
mainstream with them. I feel like
now is a good time for some of
these characters to be redesigned
to reflect what they are, or at least
should be, intended for.

A sad era in gaming journalism
BY JONATHAN GLOVER/STAFF REPORTER

GamerGate, following the
trend of adding “gate” to the end
of any conspiracy, is the moniker
for a series of happenings involving feminism in video games – or
lack thereof – and the journalistic ethics within the video game
industry. It’s wholly confusing
and extremely convoluted, but
important on so many levels.
GamerGate trended on Twitter worldwide and has captured
the attention of the gaming industry and even outliers with
no affiliation. News media juggernauts such as The New York
Times and The Washington Post
are weighing in, despite not traditionally lifting a journalistic finger to cover the medium.
According to hashtags.org,
#GamerGate is being tweeted
as many as 8,300 times an hour
worldwide. Some of the top
tweets include celebrities ranging
from “The Avengers” director
Joss Whedon to comedians Patton Oswalt and Seth Rogen.
If you were to type “gam-

er” into Google, it would list
“GamerGate” as one of the top
search results.
GamerGate began in August
of this year, as criticisms of misogyny and sexism crept into the
dialogue of the gaming culture.
Feminist critics such as Anita Sarkeesian, creator of the “Tropes
vs Women in Video Games”
YouTube series, have become
widely successful in bringing the
attention of how women are represented in video games to the
masses.
Sarkeesian and supporters of
the feminist movement in video
games have recently experienced
overt harassment and threats of
violence from opponents of the
movement. Death threats and
threats of rape run rampant on
Sarkeesian’s Twitter feed, with
one stating, “I’m going to rape
your cunt with a pole.”
Some of these instances
forced Sarkeesian leave her home
and stay elsewhere in fear of her
life after her address was posted
online, according to The Washington Post.
According to latimes.com,
Sarkeesian even had to cancel a
talk at Utah State University after university officials refused to
ban guns in the auditorium she
was slated to speak in.
It doesn’t stop there. Oh no, it
gets worse, believe it or not.

Zoe Quinn, independent
game developer, co-created “Depression Quest” back in 2013,
as a means to express the difficulties in living with depression.
The game met positive reviews
amongst the gaming press.
According to edge-online.
com, however, Quinn was immediately greeted with sexist remarks. Some didn’t agree with
the message of her game, and
didn’t think women should be
making them.
Not too long after, Quinn received online harassment from
her jealous ex-boyfriend, Eron
Gjoni, who made allegations
against her on his blog, according to The New York Times.
Within it, Gjoni accused Quinn
of cheating on him with Kotaku
journalist Nathan Grayson.
According to slate.com, after
the gaming community learned
of this news, Quinn’s critics immediately alleged that her relationship with Grayson led to
favorable media coverage of her
game. Kotaku’s Editor-in-Chief,
Stephen Totilo made statements
to the contrary, saying Grayson
had never reported on Quinn
after the relationship had been
disclosed.
The Internet didn’t care. This
was all the fuel the opponents of
Quinn and Sarkeesian needed.
Hiding under the false advertise-

ment of an attack on games
journalism,
and the lack of
ethics, people
started weighing in by the
thousands. A
few hashtags
later and the ANITA SARKEESIAN
rest is history.
Respected
gaming sites,
such as polygon.com, have
come out as
major proponents to the
messages SarZOE QUINN
keesian
and
others were hoping to
spread. In the wake of #GamerGate, #NotYourShield was created as a means of calling out the
true intention of the attackers.
Christopher Grant, Polygon’s
editor-in-chief, has weighed in on
the issue with some choice words
concerning the industry as we
know it today.
“It would appear that gaming,
on the cusp of mainstream acceptance, Supreme Court victory
in hand, has traded in the stereotype of the violent loner for the
violent misogynist,” Grant said.
Some gamers have sunk to the
lowest of the low with their sexist
and hate filled remarks. It’s em-

barrassing to say that I share the
same passion with them.
Based on the Society of Professional Journalists’ Code of
Ethics, Kotaku did not violate
any ethical boundary in its coverage of “Depression Quest.”
What’s important is to focus
on the state of the Internet as we
know it, a place that harbors the
loathsome and repugnant group
of anonymous individuals who
have taken to harassing women.
This sort of bullying has harkened back to throwing a temper tantrum when your mother
makes you share a toy with your
brother. It’s childish, stupid and
needs to stop.
It seems as if everyone who
lives today plays games. Your
grandmother
plays
“Angry
Birds,” your dad plays solitaire on
the computer, and your younger
brother insults people’s moms
half a world away on “Call of
Duty.” It’s our responsibility as
level-headed citizens to not put
up with this anymore.
Or we could just renounce
modern civilization perks like social media and video games and
regress back to the Stone Age.
We used to just hit women on
the head with a club when they
did something we didn’t like. At
least then we didn’t hide behind
a keyboard.
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Central theatre: The Duchess of Malfi
BY KALA TYE

“The Duchess of
Malfi”

Staff Reporter

Central’s Theatre Ensemble is
performing the Jacobean classic
“The Duchess of Malfi” by John
Webster for the fall production.
“The Duchess of Malfi” is
a 17th century tragedy about a
duchess whose brothers try to
depose her after she remarries
beneath her station.
“It’s very sexy and lewd;
there’s lots of violence,” Skyler
Gahley, senior theatre performance major, said. “The music is
dark and indicative. It’s like being
immersed in the time period.”
Gahley’s role is the character
of the Duchess. This play marks
her sixth production.
“I usually am in comedic plays
Isaac Lee, freshman theatre
and in funny roles,” Bertelsen
performance major, plays the
said. “It’s incredibly challenging
Cardinal, one of the Duchess’
to try something classical.”
ALYSSA DARBY/OBSERVER
brothers. He believes the play
Kyle Lippman, senior theworks as a metaphor for cycles of REHEARSING Although the play takes place in the 17th century, it also has some modern twists.
atre performance major, likes his
violence and corruption.
Pre-theatre major Shaun- how to have sex, like sneaking it comfortable costume. He has a
“[It says] that brute force ing the Cardinal is ﬁnding him
large pillow-like belly strapped to
and strength are not enough on within myself. I don’t consider tel Pyper portrays a character at parties. It’s so weird.”
Since the play takes place in his waist to give him the appear[their] own, that we can’t forget myself intimidating,” Lee said. called “Old Lady,” whom she
sensitivity and feminine traits to “The Cardinal can quell people’s nicknamed Amaris, which means the 17th century, many of the ac- ance of a gut for his character
energy with the raise of an eye- “lovely.” Her character is known tresses had to get used to wearing Castruchio, an old man and husbe human,” Lee said.
band to Julia.
for being unattractive.
costumes that
Travis Franks, senior theatre brow. I had to look for that.”
“You can
Because it’s a classical piece,
“She’s impoverished and a were more
performance major, describes
rest things on
the play as bold because it’s will- there were some challenges the servant,” Pyper said. “I had to challenging
[It says] that brute it, like gobing to show negative facets of re- actors faced while developing learn how she’d act and talk, how than modern
force
and
strength are not lets. It’s fun,”
their charac- it’d be diﬀerent than courtiers be- clothing.
ligion.
ters.
cause of her status.”
“The corenough on [their] own, L i p p m a n
Franks
“The lanPyper is in agreement with sets are thick
portrays Dethat we can’t forget sensi- said. “But
It’s such a nice piece guage, class Lee that the most important and heavy. tivity and feminine traits it was hard
lio, the best
to ﬁgure out
friend of the
of art that we transport- and struc- take-away of the play is the dy- It’s like it’s to be human.
how to adapt
ture,
how
namic
between
the
sexes.
p
u
s
h
i
n
g
Duchess’
ed through time. It’s like they interactto be an old
“I want the audience to get a your organs
lover.
-Isaac Lee
Shakespeare. It’ll touch ed, how they sense of how important women a r o u n d , ”
character
“ Ta k e
Freshman theatre performance
them in weird ways they were always are,” Pyper said. “Not that femi- Gahley said.
physically.”
the
Cardiwon’t expect.
Gahley
g r a p p l i n g ninity is more important than “The direcnal characalso
describes
for
power,
it
masculinity,
just
a
sense
of
equaltor
would
ter, he’s of
-Skyler Gahley
shaped ev- ity and balance.”
have to shout ‘Louder, louder!’ how the intensity of the play will
the Catholic
Senior theatre performance
e r y t h i n g, ”
An important aspect of Gah- because we were being too quiet, draw audiences in. While it is a
Church, and
classical play, it still has a modern
Riley New- ley’s research about the Duchess trying to learn how to breathe.”
it’s
shown
man, junior was learning about Catholicism
Haley Bertelsen, junior the- feel to it due to its themes.
how corrupt
“It’s such a nice piece of art
atre performance major, wears
he is in a time people didn’t dare theatre performance major, said. and its views of sex.
“It’s so diﬀerent than today.”
“I read a book from the time a costume that has twelve layers that we transported through
to criticize it,” Franks said.
Newman plays Roderigo, one period called ‘The Mysteri of in the skirt, making it diﬃcult time. It’s like Shakespeare,”
Lee said the Cardinal was a
of the courtiers in the play. This Fucking,’” Gahley said. “It’s to move. She portrays Julia, the Gahley said. “It’ll touch them in
diﬃcult role to take on.
weird ways they won’t expect.”
“The hardest part about play- is his ﬁrst production at Central. about a woman telling her cousin Cardinal’s coy mistress.

When: Nov. 13-15 & 2022 at 7:30, 2 p.m. performance on Nov. 23.
Where: Milo Smith
Tower Theatre
Tickets: CWU students
with ID $7, students/seniors $10, adults $12
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Actress Laverne Cox shares her story
BY CAMILLE BORODEY

Scene Editor

Although she is known as
the Emmy-nominated actress
from Orange is the New Black
(OITNB), Laverne Cox is also a
producer, writer and advocate of
the transgender community. On
Tuesday in The SURC theatre,
Cox will be giving a presentation titled “Ain’t I a Woman?: My
Journey to Womanhood.”
“Often when you have media
sources sharing information, they
try to do it in a very large context,” Katrina Whitney, diversity
oﬃcer at the Center for Diversity
and Social Justice, said. “It’s nice
to hear from one individual story,
have a personal touch to it.”
Whitney has watched some
speeches Cox has given and appreciates Cox for being an articulate advocate. Whitney also
praises Cox for being on the
cover of Time magazine in June.
“Hopefully some folks will be
touched in a way that they’ll have
takeaways,” Whitney said. “The
beauty with Laverne Cox is that
she has that media status and
that she’s known. That draws
people.”
In her speech, Cox will be
discussing how race, gender and
class aﬀect women of color in the
trans community.
Cox will be drawing from her
own personal experiences and
struggles from growing up in a
Christian family in Alabama, attending college in New York to
discussing the steps that led her
to womanhood.
On OITNB, Cox plays Sophia Burset, a transgender woman who gets sent to prison for

credit card fraud.
“She’s not just the transgender; she’s not just the person
whose diﬀerent,” Emma Love,
freshman political science major said. “She’s got a developed
character and an interesting
backstory.”
Love said she feels that transgender characters in movies and
television are often misrepresented. She hopes Cox’s character
will pave the way for more transgender characters and actors in
the media.
“So often when we talk about
the transgender community, we
focus on the sex aﬃrming surgery. The focus should be on the
individual and all aspects of their
identity, for Laverne that is being
a woman,” Whitney said.
Whitney believes that OITNB
is a well-written television show
with a variety of diﬀerent female
characters. She is looking forward to the third season of the
show.
“I did truly appreciate [Cox’s]
storyline in the ﬁrst season where
they unpacked her transgender
identity a little bit and really talk
through the struggle of what
that means for individuals really
wanting to be themselves, and
that may be diﬀerent than what
their assigned sex at birth was,”
Whitney said.
Whitney believes that people
get very stuck on binary roles
where people feel pressured to
label themselves male or female.
“Labels limit what we think.
They just completely make everything more complicated,”
Love said. “Anything that’s outside of the normal needs a label
other than normal, and this is

“Ain’t I a Woman?
When: Nov. 18 @ 7 p.m.
Where: SURC Theatre
Ticket: Free CWU
students w/ID and $5 for
general
cwu.edu/tickets
confusing and harmful. It can really just destroy someone if they
don’t know how to handle it.”
Jourdyn Payne, senior student
programmer at CDSJ, is excited
to hear Cox speak at the event.
“I feel like she is the ﬁrst positive representation of a trans person in the media,” Payne said.
Payne thinks that OITNB has
great diversity, and it’s refreshing
to see such a strong female cast.
On OITNB, Cox’s character
is often seen giving inmates haircuts and oﬀering advice.
“They don’t treat her as a
token character,” Payne said.
“She’s just another one of the
girls.”
Junior geology major Sarah
Rogers just ﬁnished watching
both seasons of OITNB, and
she is looking forward to hearing
Cox’s story.
“I feel like her story is relevant
to my life,” Rogers said. “I just
want to go and hear her story
and her. I feel like I can relate a
lot to what she’s gone through.”
Rogers thinks one of most
memorable scenes with Cox’s
character was when she asked

OITNB.COM

her partner to smuggle in hormones for her because the prison
was not providing them.
“I know transgender people,
and I know what it’s like when

they’re not taking their hormones and how much it sucks,”
Rogers said, “not only mentally
but physically.”
Rogers thinks that the speech
will be great for people who love
the show and people who may
not be fully educated on the
transgender community.
“It’s the perfect time in our
lives to absorb this type of information and help us make our
own opinion and our own choices about our lives,” Rogers said.
Love thinks people who are
interested in the political and social issues Laverne discusses are
also excited.
Love feels that the transgender community does not get as
much positive and educational
exposure, and thinks people like
Cox are doing a huge service to
everyone by spreading awareness. She also relates to Cox’s
story to her own struggle with bisexuality, saying that people are
always curious to how she labels
herself.
“You don’t go up to people
and say ‘I don’t really get your
hairstyle. You should get a more
traditional hairstyle. Your hair’s
kind of an in-between. It’s really
confusing me,’” Love said.
Before OITNB, Cox co-hosted and produced the VH1 reality
show, “Transform Me,” making
her the ﬁrst African-American
transgender person to produce
and star in her own show.
“One thing I appreciate about
Laverne Cox is that she says it
the way that it needs to be said,”
Whitney said, “and she takes that
advocacy and support for individuals such as herself so seriously.”

Movin’ Movember movement
Staff Reporter

The male population of Central’s student body might be rocking a little more facial hair than
usual, and that’s because it is ofﬁcially “Movember.”
Movember, also called NoShave November, is a social
movement where men are encouraged to grow a moustache
or more facial hair to raise
awareness for men’s health.
“Men don’t have a yearly
physical exam like women, and
[Movember] came out of a need
to ﬁll that void,” Tom Whiteside,
engagement manager for the
Movember Foundation, said.
According to their website,
the Movember Foundation is “a
leading global organization committed to changing the face of
men’s health.”
Doug Fulp, health educator at
the Wellness Center, has created
a month full of events to raise
awareness for Movember and its
causes.
“There are three major pillars
of these events: mental health,
and prevention against prostate
and testicular cancer,” Fulp said.

The ﬁrst event was “Shave the
Date” on Nov. 3, where students
and faculty came together to
shave oﬀ their existing facial hair
and start the month fresh before
growing their moustaches. Fulp
mentioned that over 50 students
participated in the shaving event.
“We have had a good strong
response from our faculty and
staﬀ,” Fulp said.
Fulp also mentioned the Central rugby team and student government President Yosef Gamble are growing moustaches in
support of Movember.
The Wellness Center tabled
at the “Seeking Health Shows
Strength” on Nov. 10 to show
male students various mental
health resources.
“We want to say that it is manly to seek help,” Fulp said. “College students, in general, do not
utilize the mental health resources that we have on campus.”
Other events this month are
the “Man Cave Event” on Nov.
17 in SURC 137 to raise awareness on men’s prostate and testicular cancers.
To capstone the Movember
events, on December 1, there will
be a moustache judging com-

petition with various prizes and It is about identifying that that is
shave kits available.
not always the case.”
According to the Movember
According to Sawyer SchilpFoundation website, one in seven eroort, the promotions coordinamen will be diagnosed with pros- tor for 88.1 The ‘Burg, Central’s
tate cancer in the United States. involvement with Movember
Men with a family history of began when The ‘Burg’s general
prostate cancer have a risks one manager, Travis Box, pushed for
in three.
the ﬁrst
“Know your
“Shave
family history,
T h e
We want to say that it D a t e ”
and know your
is manly to seek help. Col- event last
numbers,” Whiteside said.
lege students, in general, year.
Whiteside,
“This
do not utilize the mental
who is in remisis a serihealth resources that we ous issue,
sion from stage 4
have on campus.
Hodgkin’s Lymand somephoma, recomthing that
mends that men
I
think
-Doug Fulp
“get a baseline
should be
health educator
physical and just
brought
start monitorto light,”
ing.”
SchilpThe Movember Foundation eroort said.
website also said that testicular
Currently The ‘Burg is a
cancer is most commonly found sponsor of all Movember events
in men between the ages of 18 on campus and have created a
and 35.
parody of the hit song “Let It
“College students traditionally Go,” from Disney’s “Frozen,”
ﬁnd themselves invincible,” Fulp called “Let it Grow.”
said. “They can do whatever they
According to Whiteside, the
want, whenever they want and Movember Foundation origithey are going to bounce back. nated in 2003 in Australia when

“

“

BY MORGAN GREEN

two men were talking about how
the moustache was a symbol of
manliness in the 1970s.
The two friends decided to
bring the moustache back into
popularity and use the symbol
of manliness as a way to raise
awareness about men’s health issues.
Whiteside also mentions that
the name “Movember” came
about because in Australian
slang, a “mo” is short for a moustache.
Just because Movember is all
about men’s health that and does
not mean that women cannot be
involved.
“Women are the gateway to
health in men’s lives,” Whiteside
said.
According to Whiteside,
women can be helpful in encouraging men to visit the doctor and
take a more active role in their
health care. Whiteside also mentions that just being a concerned
“mo-sister” is sometimes all that
is needed.
“Everything we do is nonjudgmental.” Fulp said. “We
want you to make informed decisions about your health.”

SCENE

The Observer • Nov. 13-19, 2014

9

‘Feminizing’the famous
“Are you a feminist?” is a question many celebrities are now faced with

GEORGES BIARD/FLICKR

EVA RINALDI/FLICKR

GEORGES BIARD/WIKIMEDIA

DAVID SHANKBONE/FLICKR

EVA RINALDI/FLICKR

FEMINIST OR NOT Celebrities such as Shailene Woodley and Katy Perry don’t identify as feminists, while Steve Carell, Emma Watson and Lena Dunham are pro feminism.

“Are you a feminist?” appears
to be the new buzz question
thrown in interviews with celebrities such as Katy Perry and
Taylor Swift.
The reason for all the hype
in the media recently appears
to stem from the age-old negative connotation of the word
feminism; this connotation often
keeps those in the spotlight from
wanting to associate with the
movement.
In an October article by
Christina Pesoli of The Huﬃngton Post titled “Feminism: You’re
Doing It Wrong,” Pesoli addresses not only the celebrities who
have found themselves faced with
the F-word, but the reporters
and bloggers responsible for
making it so prevalent in recent media.
In her article, Pesoli
shames those unwilling to
admit their ignorance on the topic and those who
seemingly take
advantage
of
certain people’s
ignorance.
“Feminism,
as a concept,
means
gender
equality
in having access
to pursue goals
and opportunities across the life
course,” assistant
professor of Sociology, Pam McMullin said.
A rather popular
deﬁnition, quoted by
multiple members of
The CWU Feminist
Club, comes from the famous pop star, Beyoncé,
who deﬁnes a feminist as
“a person who believes
in the social, political, and
economic equality of the
sexes.”
Ben Freeman, senior
and physics and math
major, believes celebrities

The Webster Dictionary defines feminism
as “the belief that men
and women should have
equal rights and opportunities.”
probably do not want to be associated with the term due to a
societal misunderstanding. Many
people believe that feminists are
“man-haters,” while the deﬁnition would say otherwise.
Back in May, actress Shailene
Woodley told press she was
not a feminist stating her
reason being that she did
not dislike men.
“I’d say for the general populace, they do
have this idea that feminists are 80s women
who are burning
bras and hunting
down men in the
street,” Freeman
said.
L a t e l y
many celebrities have been
coming out as
feminists.
English professor
Ruthi
Erdman sees a
feminism-positive
change happening
on the red carpet.
Erdman mentions a clip recently
released by the
White House which
features
President
Obama, Vice President Biden, Daniel
Craig, Seth Meyers
and Steve Carell raising awareness of sexbased violence against
women.
In September, Emma
D BRANDED

Staff Reporter

Defining Feminism

HOLLYWOO

BY BRITTANY ALLEN

Watson gave a speech on feminism and gender issues at the
U.N. headquarters in New York.
Watson’s speech launched the
“HeforShe” campaign, which is
a movement to recruit 1 billion
males as advocates for the inequality women face.
“Thankfully, we’re ﬁnally
starting to hear more feminist
perspectives from some prominent celebrities,” Erdman said.
“I’m hoping maybe the tide is
turning against sexism.”
Senior and primate behavior and ecology, and anthropology major, Sara Perdue, believes
much of the confusion surrounding the deﬁnition is derived from
the variety of the members within the movement.
“I can kind of understand because there is a spectrum of feminism,” Perdue said. “There are
people who identify as feminists
who are misandrist and hate men
and there’s also the side that’s
just a little more moderate [and]
want equality.”
Perdue is the secretary of the
CWU Feminist Club.
On the topic of Pesoli and her
article, she suggests that perhaps
the media shouldn’t be asking
these kinds of questions.
With the “spectrum of feminism” and its connotations, the
fairness of asking celebrities to
categorize themselves and oﬀer
up their political views has been
called into question.
Students seem to have mixed
opinions on whether or not
those frequently in the public
eye should educate themselves
on current issues or be answering
these questions at all.
“It’s kind of nice to have a
shift in questions towards celebrities that have gone away from
‘Do you want kids? How do you
balance it? How do you have it
all?’” senior communications and
French major, Elissa Griﬃn, said.
Griﬃn is the president of the
CWU Feminist Club.
Though many people do appear interested in how their favorite celebrities view certain
issues, the problem lies in those
who speak on issues they do not

GENEVIEVE/FLICKR

FEMINIST Actress Zooey Deschanel has stated she is a feminist.

seem to know much about.
For those who identify as feminist, one of these issues is feminism.
“These people are role models
and they clearly don’t understand
what feminism is, so either educate yourself about it, or read a
little bit about it or don’t make a
statement about it,” Perdue said.
“You don’t have to say ‘oh, I’m
not a feminist,’ you could just say
‘I don’t really know very much
about feminism, so I don’t want
to say I’m one or the other.’”
Josh Osborn, senior political
science major, sees the question
itself being addressed to the likes
of actors, actresses and musicians
as odd.
“It’s kind of like Miss America pageants where we ask all of
these important political questions about ISIS to Miss Wyoming and Miss Colorado,” Osborn said, “but that’s not what
they’re there for. That’s not their
specialty.”
The conversation of celebrity involvement in politics comes
rather full circle when thinking
of not only how celebrities can
aﬀect their audiences, but how
being more politically open could
aﬀect their careers.
Osborn believes the answer to

the feminism question depends
on the celebrity.
“Speciﬁcally, when it comes to
women, like Katy Perry is a pop
icon and she has a much larger
following, she is more likely to
present a view that’s non-confrontational because she wants to
continue to appeal to everybody,”
Osborn said. “Whereas someone
like Zooey Deschanel, she’s indie,
she’s quirky, she has that reputation and that kind of fan base,
she’s able to say something like:
‘I’m a fucking feminist,’ because
it’s part of how people characterize her. […] We characterize
their views kind of based oﬀ of
where they are in celebrity culture.”
Some seem to have decided
that their beliefs or ideas are too
important to not share, whereas
others still want to keep their
politics at home and soley their
talents in the spotlight. Feminism
is the hip new political buzz word
of today, echoing down the red
carpet and into the minds of audiences everywhere.
“I think that celebrities, they
deﬁnitely inﬂuence how people
view feminism, but they are also
a good way to see how society
currently views feminism,” Osborn said.
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Exhibition of cultures at Central
BY CASSIDY WARNESS

Staff Reporter

With Central recognizing student organizations from seven
diﬀerent cultures, there is reason
to celebrate the university’s diverse community.
This evening at 7 p.m. the
Center for Diversity and Social
Justice (CDSJ) will be hosting the
ninth-annual Parade of Nations.
“The Parade of Nations is
always just a great time, just
showing the diversity of Central
Washington University student
population,” Michelle Cyrus, a
CDSJ diversity oﬃcer said. “We
work hard to create an inclusive
campus. We want to make sure
that people feel connected to the
community. And I believe that
the faculty has worked very hard
to make this happen.”
The parade will be showcas-

Parade of Nations

When: Thursday, Nov.
13 @ 7 p.m.
Where: SURC Ballroom
The event is free
ing cultural dance and music
from students, staﬀ and faculty.
Diﬀerent ethnic organizations
on campus will perform, including the Asia University American
Program and the Paciﬁc Islander
Culture Dance Club.
“[The Parade of Nations] allows our students to showcase
their culture and what makes it
so great,” Cyrus said. “That’s
what students want to do.”
With this being the parade’s

ninth year, the CDSJ staﬀ are
planning to incorporate new performances.
The event will include a light
show and a runway walk where
participants can showcase their
culture’s clothing and dances.
According to Cyrus, some of
the cultures being represented at
the parade include Polynesian,
Brazilian, Saudi and that of various European nations.
Cyrus said community members, Bollywood dancers and belly dancers will be participating in
the parade.
“Every year has its own
unique ﬂavor,” Cyrus said.
Kayla Reynolds, junior public relations major, was inspired
by the participation at last year’s
event, and volunteered to work at
the CDSJ oﬃce.
Reynolds will be emcee for
the night along with fellow CDSJ

volunteer Armando Ortiz.
“Last year, I just came to the
event because it seemed interesting, but it ended up being one
of the coolest events,” Reynolds
said. “It was really cool seeing the
diﬀerent cultures and the meaning behind certain clothing and
performances. It’s so important
to get the aspect of other cultures.”
CDSJ encourages participants
attending this event to wear traditional or modern clothing that
represents their own culture, further celebrating all diversity on
campus.
Cyrus and Reynolds said that
in previous years students have
dressed in outﬁts ranging from
the participant’s favorite sports
teams to wrapping themselves in
their country’s ﬂag.
“A lot of people think it’s
just about ethnic background. I

know someone last year that just
dressed in Chicago Bear stuﬀ because that’s his culture.”
The CDSJ staﬀ has been
preparing this event since early
October to make the parade possible, according to Cyrus.
“We do a lot of work behind
the scenes,” Patrick Molohon,
resource management graduate student and CDSJ employee
said. “It’s all student volunteers
and people that want to be in it.”
According to Molohon, everyone in CDSJ has been working
long hours to plan the parade.
“It’s all hands on deck for that
event,” Molohon said “Everyone has a culture, everyone has
a story,” Molohon said. “Even
if you’re in the majority or the
minority. We want to hear everyone’s perspective and worldview.
We want everyone’s culture to be
represented.”

Pregnant ?

Free pregnancy tests.
You have options.

Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County

509-925-2273

PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org
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Art and profit with a purpose
Gallery 421

Staff Reporter

Kim Holland, previous owner
of Lotus, had a vision to create
a store with a diﬀerent purpose
than just retail by featuring products and art from local vendors
and artists.
Gallery 421, an art gallery, art
studio and gift shop opened in
downtown Ellensburg this July.
“By featuring local artists and
vendors, I can bring some of the
same stuﬀ to market that Lotus
did but expand even farther,”
Holland said. “I can tie in what I
love to do, which is art.”
Holland is an artist with a
degree from Central in graphic
design.
The front of the store features
art from local vendors, while the
back is Holland’s art studio and
gallery which features art from
two regional artists at a time.
Holland’s vision is to create a
space made mostly of recycled
and repurposed items.
“Part of the shop that I’m really proud of is 95 percent of the
ﬁxtures are from Habitat for Humanity,” Holland said. “I’m really into the recycled and repurposed items and local vendors,
doing things with more purpose.”
Gallery 421 sells work from

Address: 421 N Pearl St.
suite 100
Phone: (509) 312-0897
Website: squareup.
com/market/four-twoone-gallery
local vendors including Farmer’s
Daughter, Picket Oak and Purity
Soapworks.
Each month Holland selects
two regional artists to showcase their artwork in the gallery.
Gallery 421 then participates in
“The Ellensburg First Friday Art
Walk” with an opening exhibit
to showcase the artists’ work.
The two artists featured in the
gallery for November are Josh
Humphrey and Billy Mac.
Humphrey is a Central alumni with a degree in music. He has
been building guitars in Eugene,
Ore. since 2006, and just moved
back to Ellensburg this summer.
Humphrey custom builds guitars sold all over the country.
“This gallery was a great op-

Mac, is also a Central alumni.
Mac graduated from Central
in the 1970s with a ﬁne arts degree and has lived in Ellensburg
since.
In Mac’s free time he plays in
a local acoustic band called “Better Day”.
Mac creates collages of recycled materials and turns them
into unique art pieces.
“I don’t make art for the proﬁt
of it,” Mac said. “My art pieces
are a labor of love for me, art is
my passion.”
Holland, Humphrey and Mac
all share the philosophy of creatPHOTO COURTESY OF KIMBERLY HOLLAND
ing art with a purpose. Mac and
421 Holland, the previous owner of Lotus, opened the gallery in July. Humphrey are enthusiastic about
the opening of Gallery 421.
portunity to showcase some of nected when Humphrey moved
Humphrey and Mac’s artmy work and connect with peo- back to Ellensburg.
work can be viewed in the gallery
“The day I moved back here, throughout the month of Nople,” Humphrey said.
Humphrey, who uses recycled I ran into
vember.
materials for many of his instru- [ H o l l a n d ]
“It is a
ments, said that the mission be- and she asked
I don’t make art for great ophind Gallery 421 coincides with if I would be
for
the profit of it. My art piec- portunity
interested
his own.
college stues are a labor of love for dents to in“I use a lot of reclaimed lum- in hanging
me; art is my passion.
ber and urban lumber for my my art up in
tegrate with
instruments, so my philosophy the gallery,”
the
towns-Billy Mac
aligns with Kim’s philosophy for H u m p h r e y
folk,” Mac
said. “First
the store, which is really cool,” said. “It was
Featured artist at Gallery 421
the perfect
Friday’s are
Humphrey said.
great events.
Humphrey and Holland, who opportunity
I’m really happy to have my arthave known each other since they to get my foot in the door.”
The other featured artist, Billy work in the gallery.”
went to school together, recon-

“

“

BY NICOLE HUSON

What do we lose when a language dies? What does it take to save a language?

Classical Season

“LANGUAGE MATTERS”
Film Screening + Q&A

a family power struggle of epic proportions

with Bob

Friday, Saturday

NOVEMBER 14-15

Holman

7PM SURC Theatre
NOV. 19

7:30PM

Milo Smith Tower Theatre

Thursday, Friday, Saturday

NOVEMBER 20-22

7:30PM

Milo Smith Tower Theatre

Sunday

NOVEMBER 16 & 23

2:00PM

Milo Smith Tower Theatre

All events are free and open to the public

NOVEMBER 19, 2014
3:15PM Reception

Appetizers & refreshments
will be served

DEAN HALL 104

4PM Craft Talk

Introduction by Provost
Dr. Marilyn Levine

DEAN HALL 104

7PM Film Screening, Q&A

“Language Matters”

A documentary starring Bob
Holman and featuring linguists
David Crystal and Nick Evans

The film airs on PBS January 2015

SURC Theatre

8:15PM Book Signing

“Sing This One Back to Me”
Holman’s latest poetry collection

TS
TICKVEAILABLE
OA

ALS

Brenda Hubbard

NOV. 20

cat
Wild op
Sh
& e
com
e
W l nter
Ce

6000 LANGUAGES in the world
ONE LANGUAGE lost every two weeks

TICKETS

For more information visit
www.cwu.edu/theatre/current-productions

SURC Theatre

50% of LANGUAGES lost by 2114

ENGLISH

DEPARTMENT

CLLAS
Center for Latino and Latin
American Studies

Sponsored by the Center For Diversity and Social Justice, the English Department, and CLLAS.
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation contact CDSJ: 509-963-2127 or diversity@cwu.edu
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Bryan’s
Song

Coach with
Autism wins over
football team

who traveled regularly for games
and tournaments around the
state, and Yancy would travel
The goal of a football coach with his brother. “Baseball” was
is not only to teach a player how one of Yancy’s ﬁrst words.
to play football, but also to teach
As he grew older and was in
the team life lessons that they will a healthy living situation, Yancy
be able to use many years after began to come out of his shell
their playing days are over.
and develop basic communicaThat’s exactly what assistant tion skills. He could tell you bafootball coach Bryan Yancy spe- sic things such as he was hungry,
cializes
in.
or
wanted
Since joining
to play, but
the team in
was unable
2007, Yancy
It’s impossible to have to make full
has
been
a bad day with Bryan. He s e n t e n c e s .
teaching
lash-foralways has a smile on his Fward
players these
face and it’s contagious to day andtoheto-is
life lessons
everyone he is around.
without realwilling to talk
izing it.
to you about
Yancy is at
anything, espractice evpecially if it
-Josef Kistler
eryday helpinvolves footFormer CWU football player
ing the other
ball.
coaches set
Ya n c y ’ s
up
drills,
ﬁrst job in
talking with players, and help- sports was helping out with the
ing clean up after practice. Yancy Ellensburg High School boys’
also helps out on game days, re- basketball team, a suggestion
trieving kick oﬀ tees and doing made by Eric Davis, Yancy’s case
anything that is asked of him, manager and former EHS athletic director, who was the boys’
always with a smile on his face.
If you talk to him now, Yancy head coach at the time.
Being able to talk with the
will tell you how much he loves
BRITANNY RASH/OBSERVER
Central football, and you begin players and coaches gave Yanto realize how important this cy a social opportunity he had RUN OUT Bryan Yancy and the Wildcat football team run out on the field to put on a show for the fans.
program is to him and how im- never experienced before, and it
portant he is to the program. In helped his development and built coach Joe Lorig about having pected, and he is just as big of a a moment when Yancy is without
order to understand Yancy’s full his character more than anyone Yancy join the team, Loveland part of the team as any individu- Kistler.
story, you ﬁrst have to realize could have imaged.
was unsure of what his answer al member.
“It’s impossible to have a bad
Once he completed high
where he has come from.
would be.
Many years have passed since day with Bryan,” Kistler said.
Cyndi Loveland, Yancy’s school, Yancy wanted to go to
“As I told him Bryan’s story, Yancy was ﬁrst introduced to “He always has a smile on his
mother, welcomed him to the college. After mulling over dif- you could see his face begin to Central’s football team, as he
face and it’s contagious to everyfamily when he was just ﬁve years ferent colleges and universities in
soften
and has now become a staple to the one he is around.”
old in 1993. State Child Protec- state, Yancy
his attitude program. Every Monday night,
Yancy has grown immensely
Lovetive Services rescued Yancy from and
change, and Loveland and Yancy host the en- since joining the Central family
a horriﬁc, borderline unbeliev- land decided
he told us, tire football team at their home eight years ago, but he impacts
on Central
able living situation.
‘Let me go for a team dinner.
each player, coach and individual
Yancy spent the ﬁrst ﬁve years because of its
talk to Coach
Loveland feeds the team and he comes in contact.
of his life living in a cardboard close proximB e n n e t t , ’ ” makes sure they have enough to
“He went from not talking, to
ity.
box under a table.
L o v e l a n d take home as leftovers as well, making speeches and handing
“For
him
“He was not trained to use the
said.
“He playing the role of team-mom.
-Bryan Yancy
out awards in front of 200 people
toilet and was still in diapers. He to continue
pulled BenEvery practice and every
at the football award ceremonies
school
and
CWU
assistant
football
coach
was unable to walk, he never had
nett out of a game, Yancy is there visibly and
that happen at the end of each
his hair cut, didn’t speak and had go to college
meeting and audibly, on the sidelines cheeryear,” Loveland said.
was
really
been neglected so terribly that he
i n t ro d u c e d ing on his Wildcats through evYancy’s “Friendship Awards”
important,”
Loveland
said.
“We
had essentially completely shut
us. We all shook hands and the ery snap. Yancy and his mother
have
become the most sought afreally
wanted
him
to
have
the
down emotionally,” Loveland
next day Bryan was part of the make baked goods that they sell
ter
awards
at the end of the seasaid. “He didn’t wear clothes, real college experience.”
team.”
during the summer at the local
son
ceremony.
Yancy eventually joined Cenhad sores covering his body, his
Yancy worked with the team farmers market to ensure that
The football team is family to
teeth had rotted, he drank from a tral’s football team as an assistant for the entire year, helping out they will have enough money to
Yancy.
coach
to
keep
him
busy
during
bottle, and had his food served to
with anything anyone needed, go to every away game, so Yancy
“I have 99 brothers,” Yancy
him in a bowl on the ground like the basketball oﬀ season and to whether it was setting up cones doesn’t miss a single snap of his
said. “I’m just the little brother.”
a dog. I thought he might be deaf continue his social development. for a drill, organizing jerseys or Wildcats.
It would be hard to envision
The team ended up enjoying his just making a player or coach
and blind.”
“Bryan continues to learn and
Yancy was born with autism, presence, and he loved the team, laugh on the sidelines.
grow every day, whether that a day for the Central football
but was not diagnosed until so he decided to make football
After 12 years of speech ther- be on the ﬁeld or oﬀ of it,” said team without their most imporLoveland took him in and he saw his full time commitment.
apy, Yancy scored a three out of Yancy’s best friend, aid, and for- tant member on the sidelines,
When former football head 10 on a communication test. Af- mer Central football player Josef and that’s exactly the way Yancy
a doctor for the ﬁrst time. When
wants it.
he joined the Loveland family, coach Blaine Bennett was hired ter just one season being around Kistler.
When asked when he will step
sports immediately began to have at Central, Loveland was worried the team, he scored a seven.
Kistler is with Yancy every
that Yancy’s position on the team
an impact on his life.
The team has helped his com- day, going to class, working in down from the program, Yancy
Loveland’s other son, Brian would be in jeopardy. When she munication development more the SURC, working out, having gave the best answer Central
Loveland, was a baseball player approached Central football than anyone could have ever ex- lunch, everything. There’s rarely could have hoped for: “Never.”
BY DILLON SAND

Staff Reporter

“

“

I have 99 brothers... I’m just the little
brother.

“

“
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Women in
weightlifting

Breaking barriers
BY RACHEL CHARLTON

Assistant Sports Editor

RILEY ELLIOTT/OBSERVER

GET OUT THE WAY Members of the Rodeo City Rollergirls battle it out during their Halloween bout.

Local Roller Derby
offers opportunities
BY COLE RIDLEY

Staff Reporter

There is no female sport
equivalent to football. Roller
derby is quite a contender for the
spot, though.
Classiﬁed as “serious leisure,”
roller derby is a fully physical,
mentally grueling activity that
more and more females are becoming involved in.
“Feminism is a big part of the
sport. Many women say they feel
much stronger and that they have
a voice. For a lot of people who
had depression or physical health
issues, roller derby helped them,”
said Andrea Eklund, current
head coach for the Rodeo City
Rollergirls, and a full time professor of apparel, textiles and merchandising. “It has taken control
of their life and it is so amazing
to watch.”
The sport began in the 1970
in Texas. Today, roller derby is
global and expands from world
championship events to the middle school league level.
In a “bout” there are two
30-minute periods with two-minute ‘jams’ happening during that
time. Jammers, the scorers of
the team, must skate through the
other team’s blockers, receiving a
point for each blocker they pass
during the jam. Blockers must
play oﬀense and defense at the
same moment. Blocking is done
by hitting above the knees or below the shoulders. Players wear

Rodeo City
Rollergirls
Jan. 10, 5 p.m.
EHS Auxiliary Gym
helmets, mouth guards, elbow
and knee pads and wrist guards.
Ellensburg’s team, the Rodeo
City Rollergirls is looking for
more Central students to become
involved. The Rodeo City players range from 19-45 years old.
The team travels as far as
Montana for bouts, but mainly
stays in the state to play.
Eklund has skated all across
the United States and even took
time to coach a team in Milan, Italy. She also published an article
on roller derby and the impact it
has on females’ body image.
Physically, emotionally and
mentally, the sport has changed
many players’ lives. Roller derby
oﬀers an opportunity for women
of all backgrounds to become involved.
“There are so many ways
to get involved. Everyone has a
place on the track,” Eklund said.
“It doesn’t matter your size, your
height, or your weight. There is a

spot for you and it is valued.”
Roller derby is as much of a
sport as it is an outlet for players
to express themselves.
“It has deﬁnitely taken over
my life. Some people come for
the fun aspect or the social part
because you can create friends,”
Nicole Klauss, a Daily Record
reporter and member of the Rodeo City Rollergirls, said. “But
you do have these girls who are
very quiet, and as they are learning these skills, they are building
this conﬁdence and are coming
out of their shell in a way they
didn’t think they could before.”
The sport has transformed the
perceptions of women’s bodies
from being overweight, to being
intimidated by a woman’s size on
the track. Having large body features is only looked at negatively
when you are on the opposing
team in roller derby.
“It is looking at the body very
diﬀerently. The sport has really
broken it down as what can it do
for you, rather than what it is,”
Eklund said. “Rather than ‘Oh I
hate my butt.’ it is ‘I love my butt
because I can hit someone really
hard or they are not going to get
around me.’”
The sport is continuing to
grow, allowing women who are
interested in it to join a team in
their hometown.
The Rodeo City Rollergirls
are in a two-month practice period and will resume their season
in mid January.

Whether purposefully or accidently, women have been distinctly absent from the weightlifting scene. It’s no secret that
women are often discouraged
from weightlifting by mainstream women’s health media.
Weightlifting has historically
been a ‘men’s sport,’ making it
diﬃcult for women to take part
in it without doubtful glances.
To make matters more diﬃcult, women’s ﬁtness moguls
have often been associated only
with aerobics, cardio and other
low-intensity activities that only
‘tone,’ rather than ‘bulk.’
“Women always think that
weightlifting will make you big
and bulky and make you look
like a man. That [idea] is so
misleading,” Marcella Lane, a
senior exercise science major,
said.
Lane, a devoted weightlifter,
has lost 70 pounds since starting her freshman year at Central. During high school she
struggled to ﬁnd the secret to
staying in-shape.
“No one ever tells you how
to lose weight or the best way to
go and do it,” Lane said. “The
best way for me was to pick up
some weights.”
It may seem like common
knowledge, but it is physically
impossible for the female body
to naturally produce the same
levels of testosterone as the
male body. Given this biological diﬀerence, women are unlikely to ‘bulk up’ at the same
rate as men when engaging in
weightlifting, according to tech.
mit.edu.
So why do so many women
steer clear of weights?
Women are frequently exposed to the “Tone your arms!”
and “Get the butt you’ve always wanted!” headlines that
are plastered on magazines in
nearly every store. These exercises combine low intensity
with high repetition - a common thread for nearly all women’s workouts.
Women today still have a

tendency to stay with the elliptical and ﬁve-pound dumbbells,
disregarding the health beneﬁts
that can come with weightlifting.
“Cardio is great, especially
when combined with weightlifting, but that alone will not do it
for you,” Lane said. “There’s
no challenge for your body to
adapt like with weightlifting.”
As weightlifting becomes
more popular among women
and athletes of both genders,
many scientiﬁc studies have
been conducted to reveal the
health beneﬁts that weightlifting can reap.
Julie Wilcox, a contributor
to Forbes Health, highlighted
aspects of New York Times
writer Gretchen Reynolds’
book, “The First 20-Minutes:
Surprising Science Reveals
How We Can Exercise Better,
Train Smarter, Live Longer,” in
her article, “The Health Beneﬁts of Weightlifting and the
New Science That Supports
Strength Building.”
By building muscle tissue,
the muscles’ demand for glucose increases. The muscles
then pull glucose from the
bloodstream so that blood-sugar levels don’t rise dangerously.
This helps to prevent diabetes.
Studies have shown that people
who weight train have better
blood sugar control than those
who do not weight train, Wilcox said.
Wilcox also stated that
weightlifting can increase the
activation of motor units within muscles and can help reverse
obesity and solve metabolic disorders.
However, just like other
strenuous activities, weightlifting should be approached with
caution and understanding.
Combined with healthy eating
habits, weightlifting can signiﬁcantly improve your overall
wellbeing, but for those just
starting out, proper guidance is
imperative.
“People don’t value their
bodies enough,” Lane said.
“You get one to live in, why
would you treat
it like
crap?”
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Clash with the Clan

BY JEFFREY MACMILLAN

Staff Reporter

The Wildcat football team
is coming oﬀ a blow-out win
against Dixie State, 49-17. The
Wildcats will now prepare for
their ﬁnal game of the season
and a trip across the border to
Burnaby, British Columbia.
Central will battle Simon Fraser in Swangard Stadium.
This will be the second meeting between the Wildcats and Simon Fraser this season.
Under the guidance of ﬁrst
year head coach, Ian Shoemaker, the Wildcats are 4-2 in the
GNAC and unbeaten in games
where they face an opponent for
the second time during the season.
“You can look at playing a
team for a second time as a double edged sword,” Shoemaker
said. “On one hand, you know
what worked in the ﬁrst meeting,
but on the other side they have
seen it as well and will be adjusting to that.”
Central’s success in their ﬁrst
meeting with Simon Fraser came
from the play of the defensive
special teams. The Wildcats recorded two blocks in the early
portion of the game to set the
tone for Central to make big

CWU vs SFU
Saturday, Nov. 15
1 p.m. @ SFU

plays all game long.
Tovar Sanchez is currently is
third in the nation in tackles for
loss and eighth in the nation in
sacks. Sanchez has 34.5 tackles
for loss.
Sanchez’s eﬀorts have helped
propel the Wildcat’s defensive
unit into the 11th ranked national pass rush.
“His ability to make plays is
important to what we do,” defensive coordinator Payam Saadat
said. “But as a whole, the defense
makes stops based on following
their reads and being sound in
their assignments.”
Isaiah Davis and the other defensive backs are beneﬁting from
the mistakes that the pressure
creates, resulting in big plays.
“It’s our deﬁning characteristic,” Davis said. “Teams know
they just can’t throw the ball up
against us because we are so relentless after the ball.”
Central is currently ranked
fourth in the nation in interceptions, ﬁrst in interceptions re-

turned for touchdowns and ﬁrst
in the nation in interception return yards.
Sophomore quarterback Jake
Nelson is currently averaging
229.2 passing yards per game.
“Jake’s ability to run is a huge
advantage to this team,” Shoemaker said. “As he improves, his
ability to make reads then we can
take even more advantage of his
athletic ability.”
The Clan is hoping to avenge
their 63-7 loss to the Wildcats at
Pop Keeney during the battle for
the border earlier this season.
Defensively, Simon Fraser is
led by brothers Jordan and Justin
Herdman. The duo looks to slow
down the Wildcats running game
and get physical with Central’s
undersized receivers.
Jordan Herdman is currently
second in the nation in tackles
with 148 total tackles on the season, only two behind the nations
lead.
“Herdman is getting to the
ball and not missing a lot of tackles,” Shoemaker said.
On the oﬀensive side of the
ball, The Clan’s senior quarterback Ryan Stanford is the 33rd
least eﬀective quarterback in Division II football with a rating of
114.3 and is completing 56 percent of his passes this season.

ALYSSA DARBY/OBSERVER

TRAPPED Quarterback Jake Nelson struggles to break a tackle.
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UNBREAKABLE BOND Despite their setbacks, the Hanses family remains a tight-knit group who supports each other no matter the obstacles that come their way.

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge hits
home for Central athlete
BY JONATHAN GLOVER

Staff Reporter

At the age of 12, Rachel
Hanses, with encouragement
from her father, Scott Hanses,
tried out for club volleyball at
her school. She didn’t make the
team.
Now in her junior year of volleyball at Central, outside hitter
Hanses stuck with the sport despite the setback.
When off of the court, however, Hanses can be found at home
in Yakima, hanging out with
her parents. Whether it’s simply
heading over for dinner during a
weeknight, or seeing them at her
volleyball games, Hanses has always enjoyed a close relationship
with her mom and dad.
Months before Rachel Hanses’ high school graduation, Scott
Hanses was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).
Once identified, doctors do not
usually give ALS patients more
than five years of life expectancy.
“Every [ALS] disease is so
different,” Rachel Hanses said.
“There are plateaus and big declines. When diagnosed, it’s usually one to three years, and he’s
had it longer than that. He’s still
doing great; he can still talk and
everything.”
Rachel Hanses’ parents decided to wait until she was out of
high school and well into summer before they made the formal
announcement. After gathering
Rachel and her two sisters, Kendra and Lee, Scott Hanses and
his wife, Kathi Hanses, broke the
crushing news.
“We didn’t want to interrupt Rachel’s last year of high

school,” Scott Hanses said. “We
decided to wait till summer break
came, once everything was settled down.”
Scott Hanses suffers from
what is known as “familial ALS,”
or fALS. According to Adam
Garcia, development associate
at ALS Therapy Development
Institute, in Cambridge Ma,
fALS patients comprise only 10
percent of all diagnosed ALS
cases, with the majority of ALS
patients suffering from what is
known as “sporadic ALS.”
“The difference between familial ALS and sporadic ALS is
that with familial ALS there is
a family history of ALS and an
identified genetic mutation, such
as SOD1, whereas with sporadic
cases there is no genetic mutation
identified and no family history
of ALS present,” Garcia said via
email. “Regardless if the form of
ALS is sporadic or familial, after
the disease manifests itself there
is no difference in the mechanics
of the disease.”
Made infamous by Lou Gehrig of the New York Yankees,
ALS is a neurodegenerative disease in which motor neurons in
the brain and spinal cord begin
to deteriorate rapidly. Respiratory failure is the most common
form of death from ALS.
“Some of [the symptoms] are
very obvious, some of them are
very subtle,” Scott Hanses said.
“Currently, I’m unable to stand.
I’ve lost all the muscles in my
leg. My right arm has very little
movement. I have a little strength
in my left arm. Thankfully, it
hasn’t affected too much of my
ability to speak and eat but it has
a little bit in my breathing. The

cruelest part of the disease is that
it does not affect your mind.”
According to Garcia, once
fALS is identified in a parent,
there is a chance of the mutated
gene being passed down to their
offspring, putting them at risk of
developing ALS later in life.
All three of Scott Hanses’ children have a 50 percent chance of
developing ALS.
“They’ve talked to me, they’ve
said, ‘there are things you should
do to help prevent it,’” Rachel
Hanses said. “‘There are certain ways you should eat, certain
ways you should live.’ Obviously
they’re not gonna tell me how to
live, just little suggestions.”
Controlling his daughters
has never been on Scott Hanses’
agenda. Even when they were
young, Scott and Kathi Hanses
made the parenting decision to
suggestions to their children,
rather than demand. Once, Rachel Hanses literally took this
to heart, demanding a name
change.
“It was around the holiday
times when she was a young
girl,” Scott Hanses said. “We had
a bunch of family at the house
when she came walking in and
asked for everyone’s attention.
She walked in and said, ‘Hey, I
want to tell everyone something,
I for this day forward want to be
known as Linda,’ and walked
out. We called her Linda for a
couple days.”
Rachel Hanses’ strong bond
with her father has reinforced her
drive to succeed in life.
“I don’t think I’ll find another
guy like my dad,” Rachel said.
“People say girls subconsciously
find a guy that compares to my

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HANSES FAMILY

SUPPORT Scott and Kathi Hanses are Rachel’s main supporters.

dad. I’ll never find anyone as incredible as he is. I can’t go to a
grocery store in Yakima without
someone saying ‘Scotty, I know

him.’ He’s always been there for
me. He and my mom are two of
the reasons I’ve pushed myself
harder.”
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